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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's response to the last Office Action, filed 10/03/2007, has been entered and 
made of record. 

2. Applicant has added claims 7-14 .Claims 1-14 are pending. 

3. Applicants arguments filed 01/8/2007 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that Tanaka fails to teach or suggest" when a part of image data stored 
in the memory is trimmed, the controlling means is configured to control the image data 
reading means so as to read the image data for each column at a time from the memory." 

5. In response, Tanaka teaches a character information table 103 comprises a character 
number column 109 for identifying the respective characters and columns 1 10 to 1 13 for 
storing the data Xi, Yi and Wi and Hi and a degenerate code column 1 14. Therefore, the 
part of the image data that is trimmed is taught by Tanaka as the character trimming 102 
that projects the image data stored in the image memory 101 to trim an area of each 
character and the controlling means that control the image data reading means so as to 
read the image data for each column at a time from the memory is taught in Tanaka as the 
image reader ICQ see figure 16 and the control unit. Moreover , Tanaka teaches in 
column 3 lines 55-68 that the character information table 103 comprises a character 
number for identifying the respective character column 1 10 to 113 for storing the data Xi, 
Yi, Wi and Hi ) therefore each column is read by the image reader of Tanaka. Applicant 
argument that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's invention, it is 
noted that the features upon which applicant relies" how the image data in the image 
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memory is read" are not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are 
interpreted in Ught of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993).Finally, Applicant argument that the office action confiises the term in the claims 
as the data in the image memory 101 and then refers to image data as the character 
heuristics in the information table. It is true that Tanaka discloses the image data in two 
different parts since each item area and the corresponding main body page describing the 
content of the item area are recognized from a page image of the table of contents or 
index in a document, and the recognized data are stored in a table therefore the image 
data that are read are stored in a memory so the converted data are the same as the 
original data but has different codes (see figures 4A and 4B). All remaining arguments 
are reliant on the aforementioned and addressed arguments and thus are considered to be 
wholly addressed herein. 

6. Newly submitted claims 7-14 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

7. However, claims 7-14 discloses different embodiment of the invention where they 
teaches a memory module and a processor that issues a controller command to retrieve 
the trim image and the controller is configures to command the corresponding data reader 
to read only the trimmed image. 

8. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
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prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 7-14 are withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) andMPEP § 821.03 
Examiner Notes 

9. Examiner cites particular columns and line numbers in the references as applied to the 
claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within 
the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfiiUy 
requested that, in preparing responses, the applicant fully consider the references in 
entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context 
of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

1 1 . Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Tanaka et al 
(4,907,283). 
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As to claim 1, Tanaka et al. teaches an image processing apparatus for trimming out a 
part of image data stored in a memory and transferring the trimming image data, the image 
processing apparatus comprising: 

Image data reading means for reading image data from a memory (image memory 101 for 
storing image data read by the image input unit 100, note that the image input unit 100 is started 
to read a sentence image and converts the image into binary data. The binary data is stored in 
the image memory 101); and confroUing means for confroUing the image data reading means 
that reads the image data from the memory( image memory 101), wherein when a part of image 
data stored in the memory is trimmed (The character trimming unit 102 projects the image data 
stored in the image memory 101 to trim an area of each character), the controlling means is 
configured to confrol the image data reading means so as to read the image data for each 
column at a time from the memory (character information table 103 comprises a character 
number column 109 for identifying the respective characters, columns 1 10 to 1 13 for storing the 
data Xi, Yi, Wi, and Hi, and a degenerate code column 1 14; column 3, lines 60-68, note that a 
numeric value "-1" is written in each of the end columns llOto 113 to indicate the end of data) . 

As to claim 2, Tanaka et al teaches the image processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the controlling means is configured to supply address information that represents an 
address from which image data are read for one column (In step S602, the degenerate code table 
107 is accessed using the character codes (address data) of the standard character code train 
stored in the key buffer 650 to read out the corresponding degenerate code. The readout 
degenerate code is stored in the degenerate code buffer 651. The degenerate code table 107 is 
prepared by classification according to a method of generating a degenerate code corresponding 
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to each standard character code, column 5, hnes 17-39) and read width information that 
represents the horizontal size of one column and cause the data reading means to start reading 
the image data form the memory so as to control the image data reading means (figure 2, 3, note 
that the size of the rectangular area can be extracted by comparison between the headline 
characters. A rectangular area including all adjacent characters in the headline characters is used 
as a headline area, figure 30). 

As to claims 3 and 4, Tanaka et al teaches the image processing apparatus as set forth in 
claim 1, further comprising: a plurality of image data reading means connected to different 
buses, wherein the controlling means is configured to control each of the plurality of image 
data reading means (The control unit 5102 comprises a RAM 5103, a ROM 5104 for storing 
programs, and a CPU 5105 (bus), figure 16) 

As to claim 5, Tanaka et al teaches an image processing method for trimming out a part 
of image data stored in a memory and transferring the trimming image data, the image 
processing method comprising the step of: when a part of image data stored in the memory is 
Trimmed (figure 2 is view showing the trimming), reading the image data for each column at a 
time from the memory (a recognition unit for recognizing information representing each image 
information in the area trimmed by the trimming unit for trimming the area of EACH character, 
column 3, lines 30-49). 

As to claim 6, Tanaka et al teaches the image processing method as set forth in claim 5, 
wherein image data for one column are designated by an address from which the image data are 
read (In step S602, the degenerate code table 107 is accessed using the character codes (address 
data) of the standard character code train stored in the key buffer 650 to read out the 
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corresponding degenerate code. The readout degenerate code is stored in the degenerate code 
buffer 651. The degenerate code table 107 is prepared by classification according to a method 
of generating a degenerate code corresponding to each standard character code, column 5, lines 
17-39) and read width information that represents the horizontal size of one column (figures 2 
and 3, Wi and Hi). 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NANCY BITAR whose telephone number is (571)270-1041. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (7:30a.m. to 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew W. Johns/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
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